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Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled - bills, re—
ported as correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day pre-
sented to the Governor @ A Bill to anthorize the Cowptroller to
issue duplicates of certifientes of certain ogt certificates of stock
on certain conditions. A bill supplementary to an act o incor-
porate the Sulphnr Fork Turnpike Company. A Bill anthor—
izing the transfer of ceriain Stock Bonds on certain conditions.
A Bill to ¢reate the fitreenth Judicial District, and provide or
the election of a Judge and District Attorney thereof, and de-
fine the time of holding courts thergin. A Bill defining the
Seventh Judicial District, and the time of holdinz Courts in
the same. A Bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of
Thonas Willinms. A 13l to incorporate the Brazoria County
Insurance company, and A Bill for the relief of certnin Sheritis
therein numned,

On motion of Mr Hiil, the Senate adjonrned till Monday
next, at 10 A. AL

SuvaTE CHAMBER, }
Monday, Junnary 21, 1850.

The Senate was calied to order by the President, pursuant
to adjourmment—praver by the Chaplain-—roll called—quorum
present,

Phe joarnal of Satorday was read and adepted,

Mr White presented the petition of the Aransas Road Com-
pany: referred to the committee on Internal Linprovements,

M IHU, chairman of the conmmittee on Claims and Accounts,
submitted the following repurts '

The committee on Claims and Acconnts have considered the
petition of N, Savery,wnd find, from the testimony, that suid
Savery was o maumber of the Texinn army at the time of the
satthe of San WJacinto, to 21zt April, 1836 but was not actually
engaged 1o rhe baltle, I eonsequence of baving been detailed
o apecial service, by order of the commanding general. The
comupittee are satished, that Mr Savery rendered important
BEIViees to the country ar that eventful period; both befure and
witer the battle; but the precise term of service cannot be
ascertained.  The committee are of opinion that he is entitled
to donation land, and three handred and twenty acres bounty
land ; and have instrocted me to report the accompanying bl
tor his reliefy and reconnnend its passage.

A bill for the retief o' N. Savery: read first time.

The committee on Claims and Accounts have examined *A
Il to amend the Tth seventh section of ‘An act to provide for
the payment of six companies of mounted volunteers that were
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wustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the first day
of November, 1854, under a requisition of Brevet Major-General
Persifer ¥. Smith, and to pay the expenses incurred by seid
companies,’” approved 14th January, 1856, and find that the
section proposed to he amendwd only authorizes the Governor
to appoint one agent for the disburcement of the money due the
volunteers, on accor= o she services rendered by tiem.  The
delay regulting frus. wis arrangesient, would not be doin
equal and cxact justice to all. 1t will be rewembered that the
Governor, in criling those trovps into service, divided the State
into six divisions; soine of which, are in the extreme portions
of the Sinte. To require one agent to travel to ali parts of the
State, wonld necessarily delay, probably for several montls,
the payment of the companies lass reached. Yo avoid this
delay and consequent havdship, the accompanying bill anthor-
izas tho Governor to appoint suel additional namber of persons,
ar agentg, 13 will sceure the prompt payment of the parlies
entitled.  In thig, ne additional expense will be incurred by
the Sre.  This bill further providus, thatif any persen entitied
shall f2il to cob his money from the agents, or either of them,
he Shall be allowed to male application to the freasary for the
same; wmaking proper proot as to his Wentify, and the perform-
ance of the serviee for which he claims pay. The coinmittes
are unanimousty of the opinion thut the bill should pass, and
reconuzend it accordingly,

The committee ot Clnims and Aceounts have had before
them, €A bill {or the reliet of Thos. D. Cayee and Sarah
White,” and find that said Cayce claims cowpensation for
preperty taken from him, and appropriated to the use of the
anty and soldiers of the late Republic of Texas, in the years
1836 and ‘37, The evidence is full, and all that is presented
given nxder catly belore an olficer authorized to administer
oaths.

Capt. A. Neil states, that be was ordered, with Lis company,
to Cayee’s crassing, on the west bank of the Colorade river, in
Matagorda county, to take possession of the place, and occupy
it as o military post; keep aferry, build Loats, and assist in the
sransportation of all public matters between the government and
the army : 1o eollect afl the eattle near, and take charge of them;
using such only as were fit for beef; and obey such orders as
he should receive relutive thereto. He found there some “live
or six hundred head of cattle,” and remained in charge of the
station as commandant, from Nov. 1830, to June 1837, when
hie left it In eharge of Uapt. Leftwich,

Puring the time that he was there, several hundred head ot



384

cattle were used—some as beef, some driven to head-quarters,
and some stock cattle (cows and cahes} waded off for beef eattle,
and others delivered “to people under special orders:” all of
which will be seen by reference to the copy of snid orders, as
given in his deposition. e states “ that he has no doubt that
threc or four hundred head of cattle ware used or driven away
from the post, whilst it was under his command, for the benefit
of the army.” MHis orders were received from Generals Sam
Houston and Felix Houston, and Col. P. Caldwell, guarter-
master,

Francis T. Duflau states, that he was a member of Captain
Neil’s company ; that the cattle in the neighborhood were
regarded as the cattle of said Cayce, and was public property,
and used for public purposes, and for the use of the troops
stationed at said Cayee’s crossing (the hides were sold In
Matagorda for coftee) and a large “pumber nsed for beet and
driven off to head quarters, and many cows and calves ex-
changed for beef eattle; that the company “had possession of
Col. (Acey’b plantation, houses, {erry, &e, and used whatever
conld be made useful for the army: the hxuldmga were much
injured ; and when he lelt the place, it was zenerally in a
dilapidated condition.” 'That when the company took possess-
ion of the place, a BMr. Conningham had it in charge, as the
agent of gaid Cayee; that said Cunmn ham was eompelled to

yicld possession, and had to leave cvntmw to his wish.

Gov. A. C. Horton states, that he was in the army of Texa
in 1536, and frequently passed the residence of Thomas Cavee,
on the Colorado; that there were a number of troops stationed
there, under the command of Capain Leftwick—s portion of
the troops were guarfered in the howse of said Cayce, and a
portion in fents; all the fencing, or the greater part of if, was
destroyed by the soldiers, and the bouses snaterinlly mjmed

Alr Layce bought a number of cattle of My Coleman (the pre-
gise number Le did not know ;) it was generally reported about
five hundred head, out of which he only recovered fifiy or sixty
head after the invasion., He heard the soldiers say that they
got their rations out of the stock at that plree. There was ne
other person living on the otherside of the nver, within twenty
mtles who had anv stock, and the soldiers must have used the
stock of sasd Cayee. The place, after the soldiers left it, was
1 such a damaged condition, that the sald Cayce never ocmpied
it thereafter, but sold it at what he considered a great sacrifice,

Robert Williams testifies that said Cayce bought of . B,
Leagree in 1833, or early in 1834, 100 head of caule he also
houont of Mr Coleman early in 1836 500 head of grown cat—
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tie, and all of his young stock from three yearsold and dewn;
he wonld suppose, with the increase of his stock, he must have
had from 90U to 1200 head of cattle at the lnne of his leaving
his place, and that he found only 10 or 50 head on his return.

J. B. Richards, John Sockey, J. and . Cacey, J. Smilh, J.
C. Cunningham, nnd J.aud I P Jedficld, sustam snbcmmm'}y
the facts as given by the other witnesses, and state furtber,
thut the ferry boat of said Cayee was lngt hy thie troops. The
bill appropriates 52,150 00 for the beef and boat which were
nsed for the bencfit of the ars iy ; the conmmiitee recommend
that it puss.

T'he bill also proposes to allow Ars Savah Whilte $1,600 Q0
for property taken and nzed by the Texas army, In ihe stme
way, and during the same perioti; the proof of which is of the

same charaeter, and eqnajty ns reliable as that sddueed in snp-
port of the claites of My Cayce. A majority of the commitiee
therefore instruct me to report the same back to the Seuate, and
reconmend iEs passage.

Mr Tyuir, from the committee on private fand claims No. 1,
to which was referred the petition off Cling Pearson, reported a
Lill for his relief] recommending its passage,

A biil fer the lellrrul Cliny Pearson ¢ read fisst Uime.

Om motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill
read second time, and ordered 1o be engrossed.

On hystiors of Mr Armstreng the :ulu was further suspended,
il read third time, and passed,

Alr I'ayinr of Cﬂ:b. el .-u'rmm of the eommiltee on pubie
debt, nde the tu]lnwmo reports

e commiltice oy pnblu, debt, to which was referred the pe-
ttion of J. I Ierndon and 3. M. Batile, for the parties atin-
terest, have considered the same, and find that petitionars allege
thit H widy and Lusk had on board the schooner Sandi agn,
goods, wares. and merchandise, to the awonnt of SZ0,000 OU,
Tonnd for New Orleans, in Aprit 1336 5 that the vessel was at
Velaseo pressed by the commnander of the port into ihe service
of Texas, for the purpose of carrying oft the | Tunities and some
Government properiy, and was detained several days. That
when she was rniv;wod she put to seq, and in attempung to cross
the Brazas Bar, she was wrecked, and the crew lost.  'The pe-
titiover alleges that the wreck and loss was consequent npon the
deteution on the part of the officers of the Republic of Vexas,
aud therefore the Government should make good the loss to the
partics, Now the question arises, was the loss caused by tha
detention, or not? This isa nice point for the committee, of
any one else to decide ; the wreck might have occurred, had the
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vessel been permitted to pursue her voyage withont detention.
"This 15 one of the contingencies which we think no one ean
decide correctly.  ‘The comuittee, from the facts before them,
are not willioe to say that such is the case,and therefore recom-
mend the rejection of the petition. :

The conpmittee on public debt have considered a joint reso-
ftion concerning the public delit, and a substitute theyefor, and
find that the original resolution proposes to pay the difference
between the face valne aud the pro rata allowed by the debt aer,
to the original owners.  'I'he splstitute proposes in lieu of this
to make an approp:iation (out of the monjes accraing to the
State of Texas by the acceptance of the public debt bill now
pending) for the payment of certaint hard cases, as cemprised in
Docament C. of the yeport of the Auditorial Board in Novem-
ber, 1831, 'These cases were scaled to 50 cents on the dollar,
when they should have been allowed at par—one of them was
paid by speciad net of the last Legislatnre.  The commiuee are
of opintou that should the debt bill pass, that the diffierence be.
tween the face and pro rata before alluded to, shonid be nsed in
relieving such cnses as are comprised in the gnbstitute, as it is
very cerfain al smne time, those claims will be paid,

They thercfore recommend the adoption of the substitnte, and
pasaiuge of the bill,

Mr Guinyg, chairman of the comuiitee on engrossed Dbills,
reported eorrectly engrossed,

A bill for the reliet of [“rancis Blundell,

A bill for the reliel of the beirs and legal representatives of
Derby Morris, deceased, -

A bill for the relief of Joseph Moore.

A Lill for the relief of Thomas Patterson.

A bl for the reliet of Robert Sanders.

A bhill antherizing the Commissioner of the General Land
Ollice 1o Isstie to Alexander MceCulloch a certificate for one-third
of ivague of fand. .

A Dill for the reliefof the heirs of Edgar M, Sauders.

Joing resolution granting leave of absence to Joel L. Ankrim,
judee of the 11th jadicial district.

A bill forthe relief of John W. Coilins, and Nathan W,
Bush. '

A bill for the velief of John S. EHill,

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Bryant.

A bill for the relief of the beirs and assigns of ITezekiah
George,

A bill for the relief of Charles Gilchrist,

A bill for the relicl of the heirs of Jose de Jesus Rodrigues,
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A bill to allow John G. Gruham to transaet business and make
binding contracts in his own nawme.

A bill for the reliefof John Sparks.

A bill for the roliet of Stephen ¥. Sparks, :

A bill tn change the name of Rosalin Hernandez to Maria
Rosalia Upshnr.

A btk (nr the retiefof the heirs of Willian H. Glapton,

And a biil for the relief of the heirs of Henvy Applewhite,

My Russell, from the sawne comuitiee, reporied correctly en-
grossed,

A bill to incorporate Milam male and {emale Institute.

A bl to amend the 4th section of an act entitled, aw act to
incorporate the Galveston and Drazos Navigation compan y—ap-
proved Feb, Sch, 1830,

And a bill 1o incorporate Shawnee Lodge No 15.0of the 1.0O.
0. I'.

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of B. . VWentberred ;

referred to cammiltee on privaie land claims, No. 2.

Mr Dryan presentsd the petition of H. L.nsuuum ; veferred to
ﬁ‘mmmtt(_e on public debt.

Sir Grimes introduced a bitl o incorporate Alta Mira Iour‘re
No. 53, 1 O, 0. 1. read first and sceond times, and veferred ¢
committee on the ]udi(‘mr

Mr Tuyfor of Cass introduced a hil! providing for a change in
the Treasury tiseal yoar: vead frt tite.

On motionr of Jr Tavior of Cass the role was suspended,
biil read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. ‘

Al Tavior of Cass moved the further suspension of the rule,
carried 1 and bill read third time, and passed,

Mr Dorroushs, chainnan of the select commitiee, to Which
was referred a resolotion Instriciing them to investignie the re-
eent frauds compnitted in procaring bounty and denatian laad
warrants, headright eertificates, and soldiers’ pay, made the fol-
towing report: .
Sexare Coaype

Jan. 21st, 856.

2o the fon. If. R, Runnels,
Dresvdent of the Senele :

The scleet committee, to whom was referred a resoluiion -
structing them to investigate the recent frands commitied o pro-
euring bousty and donation land warrants, headright certificates,
and so[dlms pay, and that they report to the 8 Senate the extent
of the trauds, with a bili to detect the same, and prevent their
consummation, have attended to the duties assigned them, and
have examined all the evidence that it was possible to obtain in
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regard to those matters, and now beg leave torepert that they
believe at least two hundred and forty-two certificates have been
frandulently obtained from the Adjutant General’s office, to wit

¥Eleven bounty certificates for 800 acres each, 5,800
Forty-eight honnty and donation (mostly donatien) for

640 acres cacly, : 20,520
One hundred and eighiy-two bouniy certificates for

320 ucres each, . 58,240
Amounting i the ageregate, to 07,560

Those certiicates were all issted to assignees since abont the
1st day of Jatiaary, 1854, npon forged assignments, all of which
purparted to hinve been acknowledged or proved before some
chiefl justice, notary public, or county clerk.  Inmany usfances
it is known that the certificates of the officers hefore whont these
assignmenis purported to have been acknowledged or proven,
were forgeries, and In many instances it is believed that the
oflicers before whom the acknowledgements and preofs purported
to have been taken, were cognizant of the forgerices, and gave
blank certificies to be filled up by the assignees, or wi'tully
made faise curtificates.

In otiier instances, persons falsely represented themselves 1o
be the assicnees, or witnesses to the assjigninents, and appeared
before the officers and acknowledged or proved these assignments.

The commiitee have ascertained by positive evidence thut
many of these assignees had been dead for vears before the dute
of these assignments, and thatsome of them are still living, and
declare that they never execnted any such assignments,

Mostof these assignmeuts purport to have heen made by per-
sOBs who were actually eatitied o land for services, and who
had never obtained certiticates thevefor: but many certifientes
Love been issued upon furged assignments of fietiticus Persons,
aind persous who never rendered any service, under the provis-
tons of the seeond scetion of an act to provide for the issnance
of bouuty amd donation land warrants to persous eniitled to the
same—iapproved Jan. 316 1854, which anthorized the Adjutant
‘General to dssac bounty and donation ceriificates to persons
whose narwes did not appear upon the muster rolls in his office,
upon the aflidavits of two persons whose names appeared in the
muster rolls of the company, stating the date aud time of service
of the applicant; these certificates were obtained npon forged
afiidavits, of persons wlhose names appeared upon the mnster
rolls of the company, many of whom had becn dead for years
before the dute of these affidavits,

‘I'he committee have also ascertained that at the time the par-
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ties obtained (hzse certificales upon false and forged assign-
ments, they also ohltained in many instantes from the Adjutant
{(3eneral a certificate to the auditor, that the ussignee was enti-
led to the monthly pay ot the assicuior, which certiticates were
subsequently andited and paid, by whiclhi means the snm of
aboul iwenty-fonr hundred and fifty dollars and thirty-two cenus
have been drawn from the ‘I'reasurer, by parides who were net
cntitled o it. |

The eommittee have reason to believe, that besides the certifi-
cates referred to above, others issued from the Adjutant Gener—
al’s office previous to the st of January, 183¢, upon false and
forged asstzuments, but they have uct beeu able to sanisfy them-
se{vus what number were So 1ssued,

The commitice have nlso ascertained that fourteen forged
Judgments for one leagne and {aber of land each, scme againgy
the Republic and some agoivst the State of Texas, enulirming
cerfificates which were not retommended for patenit by the
iraveling and local boards of land commissioners, kave been en-
tered upon tlic records of the district court of Ban Lugustine
county, amonnting in the aggregate to G:4,470 acres, and that
about 10,100 acres of fand were patented under these judgmeats,
before these forgeries were discovered.

They have also ascertained that many (orged certificates are
in circnlation, which purport to have issned from the county
court of Sun Aungustine couvty, some of which were talsely re.
portzd to the Commssioner of the General Land  Office by the
late Clerk of that court,

'Phey have also ascertained that the records of the board of
land counumissioners of Bhelby county  have recentiy  been
changed, so as to make it appear that two certificates for one
league and labor each, twelve for enethivd of a league, and
twelve for 1280 acres each were issued by sadd board, when in
fact, no such certificates were ever idsted ; aud the committee fear
that serious [ravds of a similar nature Lo those above referred to
have heen practiced in othier conuties, thongh they have no posi-
tive evidence on the subject,

"'he committee do not deem it expedient or proper (o name
here any of the parties who have perpetrated (hese fraunds and
forgeries, nov the wituesses from whom they have received tes
timony, as these matters aré now undergoing judicial investiga-
tion, aud means are being tuken to have the parties prosecuted.

The commitiee present herewith a bill to be entitled, ¥ an act
to ascertain the legal claims for lands against the State,” which
they recommmend to the favorable cousideration of the Senate ;
this act provides the mode of proving up claims for land, upon
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which certificates have not heretofore issued, and ailse contains
provisions by which it is believed that all of the fraudulent cer-
tificales will be detected, and be stopped from obtaining patents
thereon,

The committee in the investigation of the different frauds,
have had abuudance of evidence hefore them, which shows that
the Executive by his vigilance and care, has prm’emed an im-—
mense loss to the State, and by the firm and decided stand he
toof in the incestigation of the frauds, and preventing thetr con-
suunation, shows that he had an eye single (o the interest of
the State, regardless of consequences. |

) J. M. BURROUGLLS,
Chainman of Select Cormmitiee,

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, and the
report taken up, and one hundred copies of the report and bill
were ordered to be printed and made the special order of the
day for Iriday, the 25th inst.

Mr Hord offered the following resolution :

Lesolved, That the select covumittee for the investigation of
the reporls of Messrs Taylor and Lane, Commissivners to ex—
anine land titles west of the Naeces, be instructed to receive
and examine certain titles to lands in the same part ot the
State, which are now in the lbands of Ielix A. Blucher—
adopted.

Mr Palmer cffered the following resolution :

Resolred, That the committee on Public Printing be auther-
ized and requested to have 200 copies of the names and post-
ofiices of. the members of the Senate printed, for the use of the
senate—adopted.

Mr Taylor, of Cass, oftered the following resclation :

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Senute be, and he is
hereby authorised to contracs for the renovating of Washing-
tow’s portrait, and when finished to have the same placed in the
Senate chamber, and that he is hereby authorised to draw from
the contingent fund of the Renate a sufliclent amount to pay
for the sane, not to exceed ove hundred dollars—adapted.

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen-
ate that the House had pussed the following bills, eriginating in
the Senate ;

A bill to creete the connty of Wise.

A biil to create the covuty of Comanche, with an amend-
ment.

A Dbill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary
line of Austin’s Colony and Robertson’s Colony.

A bill to ereate the county of Erath,
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b A bill to create the county of Atascosa; and '

" A Joint Resolution, appropriating $3, 548 70 to meet certain
expendnureq made for the Penitentiary.

Also, a bill, originating in the House, to authorise John H
Whne, a mmor, to tale lerrrc of his estate, and travsaet busi-
ness as thongh he were of hiH age,

ORDERS O THE DAY.

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill for

t‘!e reliet of the Texan creditors of the German Emigration
Company, and to quiet the titles tolands of the colom‘=1; their

representatives and assignees in Fisher & Miller’s wlonv ot~

fering a substitute therefor. was read and substitute adoptcd

My Palmer offered the inllowmg amendnient :

In Sec. 3, alter the word ©fand,” in 24 line, insert © within
the timits of said colony, in the same manner as their pre:nium
certificates, and any other lands.”  Adopted.

On motion of My W catherford, the Scnate adjowyned until §
¢clock to-nrorrow morning.

Sexare Trespay, Javvany 92d, 1856

'The Benate was called to order, by the President, I’rayer
by I[lb Chaplain—roll called —guoram presefit,

'he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

.—X message was received from the Flouse, informing the Sen-

ate of the pmﬂnoc of the following bills originating in the Senafe,

A Dilf to legnlize the official acts John IL. Smither as elerk
Distriet coutt of Iawie county.

A Bill for the purchase of a site and the erection of a Store
and wirehouse and for other purposes.

A bilt donativg one league of fand to Mrs, Llizabeth Crocket.
A bl @upplcmentarv {0 att act to defie the time of bolding
the District courts in the thirtecath Jadicial District,

A bill to confirm the titles of certain pre-emption settlers with-
in the Limits of Peters’ Colony.

A bitl for the refief of the heirs of Fhizabeth Jones, and A bil}
to incorporate Lagrange Lodge No. 30 of the Independ{,nt Qrder
of Odd Fellows,  Also mfounm o the Senate that the House had
concurred in the Sennte’s amendmenls ta the following bills :

A bl to incorporate the llenderson Female Co\lewe.

A bill for the rejief of Kiudallis Bryan,

A bill to incorporate Walker Lod; e\To 190fthe 1. 0. 0. T°,,
and has receded from their 2d amendmem to Abill to mcorporatu
the city of Marshall,

Also of the psssage hy the Iouse of a bill to mcorporate the
Washington county Railroad company, originating in their body.



